
This weekend, BIG BERRY had 

the honor of hosting Davor 

Podbevšek for this weeks' 

Mastermind edition. Barba, 

like his friends used to call him, 

presented himself and his 

business to the BIG BERRY 

team and the guests.   

In his talk, he shared how one 

could reach their dreams as 

long as they do not give up, 

telling us in short the story of 

his success. 
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“Years ago, when me and my 

wife were still newly married, we 

were staying in our apartment in 

Koper. There we had quite small 

kitchen, where we usually also 

spent our time talking or 

watching TV. " 

  

"Once though, there was this 

unlucky occurrence – we were

hungry but had next to nothing 

to eat. There was literally just 

flour” – Barba remembered. 

How it all started...

I told my wife I was going 

to make home-made 

pasta – pasta en 

bianco.Surprisingly, it 

came out to be the best 

pasta I have ever tasted.

“I told my wife I was going 

to make home-made pasta 

– pasta en biancco. 

I just took a few herbs and 

mixed them over. 

Surprisingly, it came out to 

be the best pasta I have 

ever tasted. My mouth had 

never experienced such 

tasty pastry until then” – He 

added. 

Barba mentioned he had 

feelings of relaxation and 

excitement while mixing up 

the seasonings together. 

He was so involved that on 

the next day he did the 

same mixture. And so on 

for about a month.
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“I was giving my friends salt for quite some time, 

but then they connected me to other people and I 

started selling it. At some point I realized that the 

money I was making from the salt production was 

pretty much the same compared to the profit 

from my job. Difference was, the latter was 

connected to constant stress and nerves. While 

salt was my hobby and I had a passion for it. This 

is how I decided to give up on my job and start 

doing what I love full time.” 

There is no such

thing as the right 

or wrong time. 

You either feel the 

moment or you 

don't
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Consequently, his friends found out about this 

new passion of his. He was giving away small 

glass bottles to them and their relatives, believing 

they would be the only ones to have such interest 

for his product. “Actually, my friends didn’t even 

believe it was just salt I was giving them. The 

taste is so unique.” – Davor shared. 

Turning your talent  and 

passion into hobby...

Being asked when it 

would be the right time to

make such step and turn 

one’s hobby into 

profession, Barba was not 

doubtful: There is no such 

thing as the right or wrong 

time. When is the right 

time to get married or 

have children? You either 

feel the moment or you 

don’t.



Even though being already pretty popular 

in his field, Barba does not consider 

himself famous. Moreover, he shared that it 

was just him being lucky and stubborn, 

succeeding in this business. 

“Before, I had offers from hotel chains and 

I also put much effort in a gourmet store in 

Koper. However, the real moment for me 

to become popular was when I took part in 

one of the tv shows here in Slovenia. They 

chose 12 entrepreneurs who have their 

own products and are yet pretty young on 

the market. And we all had one thing in 

common – passion and vision for what we 

were doing. From there, I got a contract 

with 3 companies, one of them being 

grocery store chain “Spar”. Spar is already 

a built machine, I only needed to take my 

part. This is how my brand got big.” 

 – Davor revealed.  

Barba also shared that the biggest sign 

for him being successful, was having 

friends on such high level in the 

culinary business. “All those people I 

have only seen on TV before are now 

friends I can have a beer with. That is 

something I never imagined.” 



At last, Davor shared his thoughts on having a career. “My family was 

not rich; we were actually from the low-class families.  I did not work for 

money to build a house, but to have food in the fridge. And all I have 

achieved is done by strive and passion. If I can do it, everyone else can. 

You only need to believe in yourself. Everything is achievable, no matter 

how far it might seem.” 

Put this aside, Barba also 

mentioned the not so positive side 

of the things. In his own words, the 

start is the hardest part of it all. 

Especially when personal and 

professional life get involved at the 

same time. 

 “It was tough at first, indeed. My 

wife was in labor with our two 

children and unfortunately one of 

them had problems with his lungs. 

So right after the birth, he was 

brought to Ljubljana for a couple of 

weeks. This and the establishing of 

the first gourmet store at the same 

time made everything harder. I was 

all the time spread between taking 

care of my wife, visiting my son, 

making the salt and walking our 

dog. There was no time for me to 

take care of myself. The result was 

visible – 30 kg off.” – He smiled, 

remembering his story. 

BIG BERRY 

would like to 

thank Davor 

for his visit and 

the great 

lecture he 

gave. We 

would gladly 

welcome you 

in Primostek 

again!


